Running head: ARTS ANALYSIS                                                                                                  1

ARTS ANALYSIS                                                                                                                          6

[bookmark: _GoBack]



Analysis of Art


Institutional Affiliation
Name
Due Date














Q1.   Known for his monumental canvases and grand murals, Aaron Douglas straddled literary and visual arts during Harlem Renaissance period. His work, “Let My People Go” which was acquired by the Metropolitan Art Museum in 2014 was completed in 1935-39.
Martin Luther King Jr., popularly known for his quest towards racism and African-American freedom wrote the “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on April 16, 1963. The letter was written during the Birmingham campaign which coordinated marches and demonstrations against racial segregation and racism in Birmingham, Alabama. The domain of humanities is all about social and political issues that people face every day. In this regard, the two artifacts fit in this domain by expressing the struggle towards freedom by the African Americans. Oppression was evident then, and it still is existing today, only that it is in a different perspective.
Q2.   Freedom is not only on a political basis but also on socioeconomic activities. The audience of this paper is everyone that in one way or another has felt that his or her rights have not been upheld. Oppression is in the church, home, school, the government, justice courts, and workplaces (Crenshaw, 2018). Women get harassed while looking for a job, they are objectified by their husbands at home and the boy child is being neglected at the expense of strengthening the girl child. For a long time, the society felt the empowering women was not done right so they came up with ways to uplift the forgotten gender. However, in so doing, they forgot that the boychild still needed to be empowered.  This analysis will enable people to realize art can be used to express their emotions and thoughts. Both arts, “Let My People Go” and “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, are works that talk about the human rights and the struggle towards a free society.
The audience should care about the message and themes portrayed in the two works because even though oppression age is said to be long gone, most people still struggle every day. It is important to note that the two artifacts talk about freedom, which encompasses a big picture in our daily lives. Freedom to say your mind, freedom to worship however you wish and freedom to access education without limitations. In the modern society, some groups get neglected and persecuted by the community just because they are doing something differently (Crenshaw, 2018). For instance, African American are despised for their stern way of bringing up their children and most of the times their views are not considered. The African society keeps on struggling with neglect and oppression just as expressed by the arts. The letter that King writes from jail is a clear picture of the lack of proper courts and incompetent rulers who just make laws that damn the African Americans (Walton, Smith, & Wallace, 2017). 
Q3. The African American society is constantly experiencing struggles towards freedom. Regardless of the historical dehumanization and brutal injustice forms, the African Americans still come up with ways to survive. The American society as a whole is still affected by oppression which makes the playing field unequal. For instance, income gaps, health and education disparities show that racism has not departed. Even though the US attained economic power thanks to slaves working in the plantations, the country is still affected by the remnants of those plantations. Why do some people have better salaries yet they have the same skills set?  Again, the African American community faces cultural estrangement, political and social oppression, and spiritual alienation. An example of the way the justice system is tailored to hurt the African Americans is clearly seen in the way the law enforcers treat the African American offenders. The offenders are held in custody and beat up even when they have willingly accepted to be caught. Harsh court rulings are made towards them (Walton, Smith, & Wallace, 2017). The King's letter addressed such issues of violent apprehension of the African Americans. There has never been anywhere in history where African American dined with the police. Instead, the African American are painted as criminals and a taint of the American law. If the slavery days are to be forgotten, and racism long gone, the nation as a whole need to show effort. Understanding the impact of oppression on productivity of the country can help the US to move past the days of oppression. The law advocates for freedom of the American people and yet there is no equality in justice system, workplace, and health care. 
Q4. Studying the humanities creates a sense of understanding. I look to gain understanding as to why certain laws are so harsh on some ethnic groups, and the society shows equality towards everyone in the country. Humanities are important to me because I get to connect the historical oppression acts which African Americans experienced with the current forms of injustices. The theme of freedom- as shown by the two artifacts, is like a light in every profession. It is an eye-opener to people who are in institutions that have been known to neglect women or employ favoritism in hiring their employees. Additionally, the I can benefit in a workplace because of the skills that I have acquired in studying of humanities. One key skill in a workplace is critical thinking. For instance, by analyzing, conceptualizing, and doing further research on the two arts, I can come up with an informed conclusion- the skills employers look for.
Q5. Humanities study entails the behavior of the society towards some things and the consequence of such acts in the development of a country's social, economic, and political sectors. Humanities is important in understanding other people cultures and struggles towards freedom and equality (Nussbaum, 2016). In my case, studying the humanities helps me to evaluate evidence cynically and be prepared to explore the different sides of every query. The humanities have helped me think and ask questions regarding humanity and the historical background of African American oppression. 
Q6. Humanities create a new understanding of the world around us. It helps the society pinpoint different human experiences and what motivated many writers, activists, and poets to engage in humanitarian acts. The humanities enable the society to have a glimpse of the past which helps them in have an idea of what the future might be. In addition, the humanities show us the experiences and conditions that led to artistic works. In my exploration, Dr. Martin Luther was motivated by the racial oppression that was evident during the time that he wrote the Birmingham Letter. On the other hand, Douglas uses a painting, even though is not much to say what motivated him, we can conclude that the Biblical oppression of the Israelites can be applied in our daily quest for freedom. 
Q7. The two arts by Douglas and King can be understood by anybody. A painting only requires eyes and a basic knowledge of the Biblical story of Moses and Pharaoh. Through the study of the two arts, we are made aware of the oppression of African Americans and how they relate to our daily lives.  
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